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a, 1 as Called pr 4 ſhort warning 10 attend 
you in your Publike Faſt , I preſume that 
— CSS ke off your expettation, which was ſome 
IA L, lt 7 ly to me ; 4 Learned man whiſpe- 
= an \ RP going up in publike,and ſaid, wee 
INOTICICSD / vc entertained yorr E nemie , namely, a 
new: expettation , and this proves prejudicial, You have 
y your acceptance of my Labours , and requiring the publi- 
cation of theſe plaine Meditations, gone beyond my expetta- 
tion, I obey your command , ad "A to the publique view, 
(under your Patronage ) what God on the ſudden brought to 
hand: I was bold in the end of my Sermon, inthe la#Uſ,to 
repreſent the ſad Condition of the people of this Lard ; give 
we leave in a word or two to adde ſomewhat to the ſame puy- 
p*(+. Wee may looks upon the great Citie of our Land, and all 
the reſt, as Chrift did pes Jeruſalem, and if wee hadthe 1,vgS 4 
like Spirit, wee ſhould poxre out our dolefull expreſſions even hs 
with teares as he did. Divers have ſhed teayes when they 
have ſeene ſad Spettacles before their eyes. Titus the Roman / 
General, wept when he heard of the Calamities of the be= 
feeed in Jeruſalem; Marcellus wept when he ſaw the bleod 
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liſt; moſt of our Cities have mere Diviſions then three 
thrice rold , they had ſignes from Heaven to give them war 
z1*g , Armies of fight.ng men appeared in the Aire, and 4 
Comet like a flaming Sword over their Citie : Wee have 
had Armizes, and a bloody Sword in the bowells of the K ing- 
dam which have done that indeed gwh:ich wa repreſented un= 
wo them, they had a voice in the Temple, ſaying, Migremus 
hinc, Let ws rem2ve hence, wee ſee it done already in 4 great 
Meaſwre ; the glory s departing from us ,-uay; onely tothe 
thr:.old , but even to the Monntames hex e upon the 
higheſt, and goe downeward, and you may trucly ſay, the Lord 
hath ſtained the pride of all owr glory, Jordan ( as ſame 
firme ) was twrned ou: of its courſe foure yeares befare 4 
deſtruttion of eralalem. All things are out of courſe with 
#5, the foundations of the earth are ſhaken, wee are under the 
earthquake, and yet few men tremble before the Lord, I ans 
afrard it ts a fore-runner of our deſtruttion , and the rather, 
becauſe that which ſhould wnite tu ts likely to divide ns.more; * 
You make a rule in matter of Religion and Government, and. 
withall you make ſo many exceptions which will be as large as 
the rule , and it 1s bard to tell whether the greater number 
will come under the one or other, Were it not better to 
take into confideration thoſe things wherein all the godly or 
moſt agree, (according to that of the Apoſtle ) Whereunto 
wee have already attained , let us walke by the fame rule, 
and mind the ſame thing ; r«they then /ay the foundation of a 
perpetuall diviſion, How this ſhould be done, requires time, 
and the moſt ſrrions thoughts of wiſe man; yet in my _ 
judgement I thinks it might be doxe. The Lord direth yo 
that are appointed to be the publike inflrumens of owr good, 
that ſome way may be found ont 10 1ake away the envy of 
Ephraim, and then I ſhall not much feare the aduerſaries of 
Judah. 4nd this ſhall be the prayer of him that reſts 
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REVEL. 3,18. 
| I connſell thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thon 
mayeft be rich, and white raiment that thow majeſt be cloth- 
| ed ,andthat the ſhame of thynakedneſſe appeare not , and a 


noint thine eyes with eye-ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee. 


HeTitle of the Booketells you, It is the Re- 
v-lation of John, and Johatells you chap.1 
> werſc1. It is the Revelation of Jeſms Chrift, 
which he vonuckſafed to his Servant Johs, 
when he was baniſhed into the Ile Parzor, 
vy the crueltie of Demitianthe Emperoar: 
Wherein all things neceflary to be knowne from that time, 
to the ead of the world are revealed. In which Booke {as 
in Pawls Epiſtles) many things , nay almoſt all, are hard - 
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be underſtood. Yet that part which containes the Epiſtles 
tothe ſeven Churches , having in it Reproofes , Admoni- 
tions, Exhortations ,. and Counſel!l , is more eafie and 
plaine, 

This Text is part of that Epiſtle which was ſent tothe 
laſt of the ſeven Churches,v/z.luke-warme Laodrcea, the 
pirt:cuiars charged upon this Church and thereſt, are more 
eaiie to underitand, The dithcultie js, in determining 
whether theſe A.» Churches doetypihie other Churches, 
82d what they are, and where they are planted. For the 
prodanilitie of the opinion, that ſome were aimed at in 
them, divers reaſons might be alleged , as this , that this 
Booke is not a bare Narration of things heard and ſc2ne, 
but a Prophecie of things that were afterward to c:me to 
pafſe. Others would have the ſtate of the Church in gene- 
rall dectphered out, but with Reference to particular times, 
as Epheſus points out the purer primitive times , which did 
retame their iategritie, but yet the myſtery of iniquitie be- 
gan to worke, ſo that there was need of caution. 

Pergamns and Smirna , point at thoſe times when Aria- 
niſme and Popery got up, and did domineere. 7 hiatirarc- 


ſembles the times, wherein the Church began to riſe, and. 


get from under the power of Antichriſt ; and they being 
in theirrife , their workes are commended to bee more at 
laſt than firſt. Sardis and Philadelphia, ſet out the Chur- 
ches that did not reſt in ſome beginnings of Reformation, 
bat made better progreſſe. Laedicea is the laſt, and typifies 
a Church , which having eſcaped Babef, did reſt in their 
Gifts, Calling, and Profeilion , and did judge themſelves 
rich, whereas ſhe was poore, blind, and miſerable, and this 
Church was in a middle way, partly Romiſh, and partly Re- 
formed, not very good, nor extremely bad , ſhe did adhere 
and cleave too much to Rome , and did pleaſe her ſelfe in 
her Pompe ; therefore ſheis taxed, and ſecretly threatned 
to be ſpucd out. 

The Epiſtle to this Church begins verſ. 14. Whereinis 


the preface or inſcription, containing the Perion — 5 
men ; 
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Amen ; the faithfull Witneſſe, the beginning of the Creati- 
en of God, to the Angell of Laod:cea + 1he matter of the 
Epiſtle is, 

Firſt, A diſcovery of the Sin, verſ, 15. 17. Thow art nei- 
ther cold nor hot , but Inke-warme ; And thonſayeſt , I am 
rich, and increaſed with goods, and haſt need of nething. 

Secondly, T be reproote and threatning,verſ.16, Becauſe 
thou ſajeſt ſo, and art luke-warme , therefore I will ſpue thee 
out of my mouth, 

Thirdly, The counſcll given, and that is the Text which I 
have read. 

Fourthly , There 1s a gracious promiſe made to this 
Church. verſ:20,2 1. [f any man heare my voice, and open the 
doore, I will come mto him, and will ſuppe with him , and he 
with me. 

The forme of my Text is a Counſell, 

The Matter is a Dutie which this Church is counſelled - 
anto. 

Firſt, The Datie is to buy. 

Secondly, The odjeRt of it, or what we are to buy ; And | 
that is ſet out three wayes. 

Firſt, What it is ; And it is a three-fold Commodity. 

I. Gold. 2. Ratiment. 3. Eye-ſalve, 

Secondly, What kind ; And they are excellent , as ap- + 
peares by the-qualities of them. 1. Ty:ed Gold. 2. White - 
Raiment. 3. Good Eye-ſalve. Thislaſt is implyed. 

1 hirdly,.\V hat uſe ; And that likewiſeis three-fold z 

1. Toinrich us, 2. Toclah us, 5, To make us ſee. 


The Senſe of the Text. 


I counſel thee, &c. This manner of ſpeech is not ſofre- 
quent, for God doth ordinarily command, or reprove, or in- 
ſtruR, or threaten, or promiſe, and moſt things 1a Scripture 
may be referred to thoſe heads. 

But this Text bath another face , and comes in another 
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» forme ; It is a counſell or wholelome advice to this 
 Chutch ; which in the precedent verſes , is inſtructed , 
y reproved, and threatned ; and here counſell 1s added to the 
former, and 1n it you may diſcerne much Love and Wiſe- 
dome ; Love deſiring her good, and adviling her to a way 
that might prevent her Ruine ; Wiledome likewiſe ap- 
peares, in that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, offering to fell thete 
Commodities, doth not command us to buy them,nor force 
us to have them, but Coth, as men that bring their Commo» 
diticsto the Market, ſhew them, and {ct them forth, com- 
mend them, but leaveit totkeir owne choice to buy what 
they plcaſe ; yet it a friend come, they will adviſe him to 
buy, and give their word , and pawne their credit for the 
goodneſle of the Commoditie: So the Lord Chriſt would 
tave you take his word for theſe Wares,and to goe through 
with the bargaine, and not want them any longer. 

And that we may ſee reaſon to buy them, conſider what 
they are, Gold, Raiment, and Eye-ialve. We are by nature 
poore, here 1s gold toinrich us ; and we are naked, here is 
raiment to clothe and cover us; we are born blind and here 
1s eye-ſalve to cureus ;gold for our eltates,raiment for our 
bodies , eye-ſalve for the chiefe of our ſenſes, 

What pincheth more then Povertie ? What ſhames ns 
more then Nakednefle e What grieves us more then Blind- 
refie? Here 1s a remedy for every of thele Maladies, bete is 
a plailter for every wound, and by the epithites given, you 
may perceive that here are na drugs, no counterfeit wares, 
but all of the veſt, the very belt that Heaven can affard : 
tryed gold, pureraiment, excellent eye-talve 3 What more 
precious then tryed gold ? What more glorious then white 
raiment ? What beiter for a blind man tacn good eye-ſalve ? 
But | nced not let forth the goodneſle of thele Wares, they 
will commend themſclves. 

Yet a word to tell you what they are, (if I can) but there 
is ſome dithcultic in that. 

L aogicea was a true Church , for it was planted in the 
Apoltles tunes, and Pam/ gave charge that his Epiſtle to the 
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{ oloſſiars ſhould be read in the Church of the Laodiceanr, 
and that they ſhould reade the Epiltle from Laodicea, 
Col.4.16, 

Thereforethey had ordinances, and we cannot conceive 
but that they were pure, for thoſe times did not admit of 
impuritie in the Ordinances of Chriſt : We cannot thin!:« 
they wanted Officers, for the Apoſtics would looke to that 
1n all the Churches ; nor can we imagine they wanted D'1- 
cipline and Government ; a Church Conſtituted fo early 
inthe firſt day of the Goſpell could not but be well ere&e. 
And in the reproofe of this Church, they are not taxed for 
want of theſe, or any of them ; nay, they w:ite to Paul (as 
Catvia thinks) and it there had beene ſuch a defet in their 
Church. the Epiſtle tothe Co/9ſians would not have tuppl; = 
ed that want, for it ſpeakes avching of Goveroment , and 
he gives order it ſhonid be communicated to chem. 

T kerefore according to the tenur and fcope of the charge 
brought againſt this Church , we may ſafely ſay ; tar their 
graccs and gifts, were not ſo good, ſorich, 1o right, as 
thould have beene ; for their works are challenged,verſ.15- 
I know thy workes, and their zeale wasnot good, it was not 
hot enough : Therefore I thinke the conititutioa of the 
members of their Church was not good,' hey were not zea- 
lous, not fervent in ſpirit ; and if that be a heat arifing from 
many graces, or if but one, yet a defect therein proves a 
want and decay in others, ſo that their graces were not gol- 
den but rather copper ; and La-dicea being arich Citic,and 
dealing in Merchandize , th:y might rather looke after the 
materiall gold , and after pure raiment for the body , then 
theſe golden and filver graces. The Chuch in the Conltituti- 
on of 1t might be goed, yet the members reſting in their 
Church-priviledges, and in the avundance of outward 
things, might be wanting in their graces, the doEtrine of 
faith might be pure and ſound , and yet the grace of faith 
might nut be good and ſaving in them; their worſhip might 
be pure , and yet they not zealous tor that God they wor- 
{hipped, In this great houſe of the Church of Tenders, 
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the members, many of them, were not veſſells of gold and 
ſilver, but of wood and carth. 2 T 2. 2. 20, theretore they 
are juſtly reproved. 

Other things might be fanitic in this Church, but I name 
this, as being cleare , and it will make way for our better 
u2[trution. 

Let us begin with ſome Obſervations ; and firſt, you may 
ſee plainly in your view , from the beginning of the Text 
this to be offered. 

1. Obſerv. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , doth not al- 
waies command like a King, but ſometimes counſells like a 
Friend. 

We read in Epheſi. 3. 10, of the manifold wiſedome of 
God, mivrima'; ovpi's mltiformis ſapientia , a wiledome 
that hath many taces, and lookes variouſly ; tometimes God 
{peakes like a King, and ſometimes like a Judge, and ſome- 
times like a Friend ; In precepts Authoritie, in repreofes 
Anger, in threatnings Severitie, in counſells Love, and care 
of ow good molt appeares, 

To countll one, it is to propound ſomething to his conſi- 
derationthat is fit tor him to thinke of, and utefull for him 
to doe, and it ſuppoſeth ſome principles ina man whereby 
he is counſelable ; and there 1s nothing to whieh we are 
counfelled, but the ſame things are alſo commanded, onely 
the manner is more taking, and the matter muſt be of im- 
portance;elſe we take it not into conſideration, Prov.22,20, 
Have I tot written unto thee excellent things in counſells and 
krowledg &, 

To counſell us, 

Firſt, 1t isa rationall way , and fit to worke upon a man, 
and God that tryes alwaies to doe us good,takes this courſe 
to counſell us, Heſ-11. 4. { have drawn thee with cords of 4 
»141,a,d bands of love;1 have dealt with thee more hnmano, 
for man 1s counſelable, but ſo is not a bealt ; coge pecus, you 
force a beaſt , but man isto be perſwaded ; ſpeake realon, 
and exprellelove , and you cannot be deſpiſed or fleighted, 
reabon cannot be gain-{ayed ; though the man will not _ 

| cfle 


7” — oo CEE _— 


fefſe he is conquered by your argument, yet the underſtand- 
ivg ſecretly mult aflent, and love cannot be contemned ; the 
partie may, but love cannot ; but when the Wiſe God ſhall 
tlpeake reaſon, and manifelt his love, we ſhould not deſpiſe 
bis counſell : Nay, many joyne together in this coonlell, ſo 
the word imports, «4& x» to counſell with others, oufco- 
Mey , confilinns qu2d alrqui ſimnl inexnt , God counkells you, 
his Spirit countells you , his Meftengers counfell you, and 
ycur owae Conſciences counſell yeu. For as ew«udwns is a 
knowing together, fo ap&ravns js conſelling together ; di- 
vers fit in counſell together ahout the good of man ; and 
hereby it appeares how we ſhould elteeme of the kindneſle 
of God;the word 1s Mat.1 2.14. nuff wmafn » they held 
a counſell that was againſt Chritt, but the blefſed Trinitie 
hold a counſell forthe. good of ' man ; Let us make man, let 
us redeeme man, and advile him for his 900d, © 
Second'y, It is very fit and proper for the ation of buy- 
ing , you thall not. be compeiled. to buy the Commodities 
here 0:[ered, but you (hall uſe your reaſon, whether a poore 
man ſhould not doe all he canto get good gold, and a naked 


man clothing. But here I muſt needs explain this point, leſt 
we (heuld thinke that a man were left to his owne liberty 
in the point of his converſion, and this {mile of connſelling » 


to buy mult not be extended beyond the ſcope ; and we ſay, 
That the will of -man is over»ruled, and over-powred by the 
Spirit of Chrift , ſoas it cannot but come in upon the offer 
of grace , and the willis determined to one thing , not left 
toit ſelfe, to take or refuſe what is tendered to it ; and it is 
no abſurditie (whatever Armmnians thinke) to fay , inthe 
converſion of a ſinner there is a violence offered to the 
corruption of the will, and yet the will not wronged, 24 
ſuſpending of the lidertic of the will, and no deſtroying 
of it. 

IF you conſider a man affrighted- out of his finnes in a 
way of terrour, as the Gasler, At. 16.29. who came trem- 
bling ; you may ſay he could doe no other, Suppoſe a man 
purſued by a Beare or any ravenous Beaſt , if ke have the 
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uſe of his leggs, and of his reaſon, he cannot but runne a- 
way from the danger ; Fell trights the ſinner , Conſcience 
fyes in his face, and he cannot but come to Chriſt, 

The propenſitie and a& of the creature may be ſuſpen. 
ded, and not deſtroyed z the Lyons cculd not devoure Da- 
yicl, the fire could not burne the three young men ;God did 
ſaſpend the a& of thoſe creatures, but their natures were 
not deſtroyed, for their enemies found the Lyons to be 
fierce, and the fire to burne ; the will of man chooſethto 
come, and cannot doe otherwiſe,foritis moved andguided 
by aſopernaturall power. I | 

Thirdly , God doth counſcllus , for in all things of any 
importance we take counſel, here is more need, and if we 
tollow our ownecounſeclls we periſh, Prov. 11. 14. Where 
»0 counſ. tl ts, the people fall : but in the multitude of connſel- 
lers there is ſafetie, Prov.20.18, Every purpoſe is eftabliſhed 
by connſell, and with good advice make warre. If in other 
things we take advice and not this, it ſhewes we are 
more carelefle of Heaven then our affaires on earth. - 

1. #ſe. Take counſell of him that is wiſe, and reje& 
it not ; leane not to your owne wiſedome, for that will de- 
roy you, A man that followes his owne thoughts in mat- 
ters of Religion, is ſure to mifle his way , and leſe his 
hope : The counſcll of God is good, we cannot ſay ſo of the 
witelt man, but his counſell is good at all times, for he 
knowes all things and all events, which no man doth, 
Prov.19.20, Heare counſell, and receive inſtruttion , that 
then mayeft be wiſe in thy latter end, | 

2, It we doe not, we fet up our owne thoughts and 
wiledome above Gods, and we oppoſe Utiſts Propheti- 
call and Kingly Otaces. 

3+ Grace makes us teachable , and men ſhould inquire 
what they ought to doe, Att.2.37. Men and brethren, what 
ſhall we doe ? a. 9.6. Lord, what wilt thou hav: me to doe ? 
And they obeyed and followed the direfions of th: Apo« 
ltles; David did blefle God for Abigails counſeil, 1 Sam, 
2 5+22,33, Andif wereceive not the counſell of ay = 
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ſhalljn the end bewaile our folly,and read our miſery ariſing 
from-our own rebellious and deſperate denyalls of gract; 
and.as the Phariſees received the counſell of God againſt 
themſelves, todoe maHy in theſe dayes. 

1 counſeil1liee 10 buy of me gold tried inthe fire, and white 
YA FEW... 

. Obſerv. It is the wiſedomeof men to buy grace, and 

the meanes of grace, whatever they colt them, « othe 

Oy. But how can wee buy?! Whiarthall- wee giveto fe prone? 
God for theſe 1ich Commodities ? And how can it ſtand vm hoc 
with the bountie of God to fell them to us ? And how convenit mag- 


doth it under-value the grace of God when it is offered to 2ife4+* Pc 
lale ? t ; ſiemenia eſt ul- 


lius gratia? pes» 
Solut, For anſwer to this objeftion; and for opening of ,,m /aud-s »<- 


the point propounded, wee-muſt khow, That the grace or bet /oui cu\us 
favour of God cannot be bought at all. And wee muſt di 47%e venales 
ſtinguiſh between wer and vim, the free grace of God, batentar. 
his good will and pl afure , which is from all ctermitie, and 
the fruits thereet; the gitrs of the Spirit ; toverherwith all 
the meanes by. which the Spirit workes in the hearts-of 
Gods Elect :; Theſelatter arc hcre offered to youto be fold; 
no: the former, 

We cannot properly buy ſo as togivea valtable Fa: Je- 
ration-for theſe Heavenly Commodriies';to buy, $26 give 
a price to the ſcller , for which he rakes over his rightro 
you, and puts you in poſlefſion of that which was his. ©® 

But properly we cannot buy fo as to-give a valuable con- 
fideration : And that becaule , 

Firit, Allthings are -Gods alrexdy', wnteſle it be you 
finnes.the Catte!l upon athou{ard Hills atemine,ſafth God, 
Job 41. 11: Whatſoever & nnder the white heavens i mind: 
$0 that you cannot pay God wirh aisawne , for if 1 buy of 
a manl give him ſomewhat that'js mine, and regeive of 
him ſomewhat that is his: £ol ” 

Secondly, All things that we have areinfirſour toprace, 
and the meaaes of grace, they are but traniitory 41d tadihg, £ 
but Heavenly chings — duraole, and there is no « 
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roportion betweene the largeſt offer of thouſands of 

ams, and ten thouſand Rivers of Oilc, and the leaſt dram 
ot 1aving-grace, and we muſt not thinke that mony or mo- 
ny-worth can purchaſe Heaven or grace ; Day , to take off 
eur thoughts, the'Lord tells us his mind, //z.5 5.1. Buy wine 
and milke without money. 

But what muſt be done ? 

Firſt , Buy ir with thy prayers and teares, and tell the 
Lord thou haſt need of them, and cannot live without them ; 
Rome teacheth hee children to buy grace with the unprove- 
meat of parts of nature, and to buy Heaven with-their good 
workes, and tell us of tuch pertection in ſome workes, that 
the: e is no finne in them ; but when they offer ſo largely, 
God mult truſt them , for they have no realy money ; but 
we teach our Chap-men to turne peore beggers , and you. 
may get more by begging at the hands. of God, then by 
working, and yet we beg altock of grace that we may goc 
to worke. 

Secondly, Buy it with thy labour and toile , travcll for it 
if thou baſt it not at home ; the ſonnes of Jacob goc ito. 
Egype it there be ne Corne in their owne Countrey , and 
what paines men take to get tae Commodities of the 
world, they ſhould doe mere for Heaven; in former times, 


| beforethis Parliament fate, there was a greatſcarcitie , the. 


markets did riſe , there is now more plentic ; but the evill 
of the preſent times is, that there is a priec in mens hands, 
and they have not hearts. 

Thirdly, It may be it will coſt thy purſe, if- with the 
Merchant in the Goſpell thou haſt found the Pearle , buy ir 
though thou {ell all, Aſat. 13. 46- and it would further your 
accounts, it your Bills of expence for Building, for Purcha» 
ſes. for Portions, nay, for Sports and Recreations, (which 
riſes togreat ſummes) you could bring in ſomewhat ame 
{werable for the Goſpell and Religious uſes, 

Whatſoeverit wi thee, breake not for price, buy it 
at any Rate. 

Firſt , It will inrich thee , .yon. may buy Land too deare, 
and Gold too deare , but grace and the mcanes of grace 


Cal» 
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cannot be bought too deare, nay, the dearer bought the bex- 
ter, you will keepe it the better , and eſt:eme 1t the more : 
The more it coſts a Chriſtian to get Chriſt, and obtain aſſu- 


rance of Gods love, the better it is, Prov. 2. 14. The wer- , 


chandiſe of wiſedome u better them the merchandiſe of fol- 
ver, and the gaine thereof then fine gold, more precious then 
the rubies, and all the things thow canſt defire are not to be 
compared to her. 

Secondly, It is of generall uſe for all perſons, and at all 
times, when you ſhall throw away your gold ana ſilver, a 
dram of grace ſhall be in great eſteeme and will comfort 
your ſoules:Religion is not like a Souldier in time of Peace, 
or a Chimney in Summer,but of good & nece(iary uſe at all 
times ; in proſperitie to teach you moderation, in adverſity 
to beare up your ſpirits, in lite, in death it isa Crownets 


you. 

Thirdly, This Bargaine proves better then was concei- 
ved; temporall things ſeeme better then they prove, and 
ne man finds that in them which ke imagined ; but ſpiritu- 
all riches aford more to the ſoule then at firſt was beleeved; 
kere that's true , /t « naxght, it i naught, ſaith the buyer ; 
but when he goeth apart he beafteth , namely , of his great 
penny worth, Prov.20.14. 

Therefore be as the buyer in theſe particulars : 

Firſt, find thy need ef theſe Commodities , letthy foule 
ſay to God, give mee Chriſt and Faith, or elſe I dye; 
you muſt not 10 thinke or ſpeake of any thing elſe. 

Secondly, Sce the goodnefſle of them, you cannot know 
the excellency of them till you be inſtruted and have ex- 
perience, you cannot ſee till you have this eye-ſalve ; and 
therefore no wonder if the Lord Chriſt offer his Commos» 
ditiecs, and put off but little , becauſe men know not tae 
worth of them. | 

Thirdly , No deceit in this bargaine, you ſhall not be o- 
ver-reached, faire and plaine dealing tothem that will buy 
the truth ; Rowe ſells you ſophiſticated and adult. rated 
Wares, and ber Tradeſmen my darke Shops , and falte 
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Lights, and will not have the people to know, or be able to 
judge of thele Commodities ; they muſt net looke into the 
Scriptures, nor underſtand the Doctrine of Faith , but take 
all upon their word, and beleeve as the Church doth ; but 
tlic Text offers tryed gold ; And wee mult try all things, and 
hold that which 1s good. 

Fourthly , Theeves cannot breake through and ſteale 


Mar.6,20. ay . X 
0-peaitDomi* thele Commodities z As there is a greater excclency , ſo 


k#5c#(i", 101” more certalntie in them.In all the troubles and perſecutions 
re 412/144 ** 5a the world, if you keepe your courage and reloluiions, 


KEEL iGO » K : : . 
1er1cndl 14 es Nd would not part with your riches, neither Devills nor 


raw '4r:1m «Men can rob you of them ; you may have the gold and filver 
deſtinat x54 2-410 your Cheſts taken from you by violence, and yaur eltates 
beant perpetid wrung out of your hands, but your graces cannot be loſt 
manere, Muſlc. k 
S4idminure- Welle you conſent to.loſe them ; and they being of {o 
11010 c0n/entas High a nature, and {o great worth , get them whatever they 
ne4-1et quam Colt you , and keepe them carctully as you doe your 
Eona ſua locare gold, 
nts. od Firſt, The more to perſwade you to this , conſider fur- 
piantuy ab bo- ther of this two-fold Simule of trycd:gold and white rai- 
minibus? ment. He that hath gold hath all things vendible , be. may 
have Houſe, Lands, an Office , Honour and Preferment, 
and whatever (of this nature) he can deſire : for gold will 
procure it, and gold vertually includes all thipgs that are to 
be {o!d: - ' | ; 
| Cor 2.22, 1 So hethat bath Chriſt, and Faith, and other graces, hath 
"_ » allthings Heavenly; all are yours, none can ipeake tuch 
, Language as Beleevers ; other men may have agreatdeale, 
» Eſau may have enough, but Jacob hath all. None fo rich as 
1 the people of God, thy. have intheir pofleiion allthe tine 
» £old and rich raiment, they are well clad ,/and richly turat- 
11 thed, and they ſhould live antweradbly ; they bave got ſuch 
a Largaine at the hands of Jeſus Chriſt as hath made them 
for ever, and they ſhould rejoyce in their cond;tion rich 
men pleale themſelves in telling theic gold, and thinking of 
their wealth ; let the Chriſtian looke upon. his graces and 
priviledges with delight , and take great conteatment 1n 
them. Secondly, 


Cen,33 9, 
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Secondly, He that hath tryed gold needs not feare the 
touch-ſtene , be that hath tryed graces needs not feare fur- 
thcr tryalls ; It ought to be the care of every one to ſee that 
his graces be of a right kind, that he haye gold, not brafle : 
Many Proteſtants in the Church of England have too much 
pleaſed themſelves, with Copper Faith, or they have taken 
a guilded gliſtering \piece of wood for gold ; there is that 
Which lookes like faith, and zeale, and love, but is not fo 
indeed. Wee (houldtry all things, wee take not a picce of 
gold or filyer but weigh and ring it, becauſe wee would not 
be deceived ; and it were a ſhame for a manto put off his 
Commodities, and thinke he bath made a good bargaine, 
When the money that be recelives is falſe and-counterteit 
Coine. It is an evill thing to ret ina ſhew or forme of 
gadlinefle, all that comes of 1t 1s to be thought by our ſelves 


. and others that wce are Religious; The Phariſees had a 


name, they were eſteemed by the ignorant people to be de- 
voute; but what will that availe in the day when our 
workes muſt oe tiyed by fire ? It is onely g0.1 a folid me- 
tall that will indure the fire, hay and ituvbie, and all ligat 
ftuffe will ourne and conſume away. 

Luther \peakes of one Arſenixs that hal eminentgites, 
and made a profeſſion of Religion, and was more forward 
then others ; who being ſick, his friends and acquaintance 
viſited him, and for his comfort told him that he could not 
but have a great deale of joy andpeace that was farre be- 
fore many others in Religion ; he anſwered them , That he 
had not ſo much comfort as they imagined , and he now 
found it to be with his {oule , not according to what they 
thought of him, bat according to the juigement that God 
pafſed upon him, and God judgeth (taid he) not after ai 
ont ward appearance, but with a righteous judgement. 

It were a vain thing 1n 2 man,that being Arretted and go- 
ing to Priton, ſhould charge the Othcers with doing 1m 
wrong, becauſe he was eltcemed dy ail his nighbours a rich 
man, and worth many thouſand pounds ; ja tucha caſe the 
rame of arich man will oeither tree from danger ,-nor pay 

C 3 debts. 
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debts. But hethat hath this tryed gold hath enough to pay 

his debts, and a {tock to live upon beſides ; he feares no 

danger, no trouble, no perſecution, not death , nonot the 

fiery tryall , for his tryed gold will hold out and paſle for 

currane, when all gilding will waſh off and wafte away. 

Great then miy be the comfort of {ach as looke after truth 

and the realitie of graces, they are happy both in life and 

death, they are rich, and ſhall carry their wealth with them 

into Heaven : You muſt part with your friends when you 

dye, and you mult leave your riches behind you , bur your 

Vizrrut.in graces ſhall goe with you. To ſet out the dignitie of them 
Specal. Mora. » above your materiall gold , One tells you a Story of a man 
« that had a Suit, and when his Cauſe was to be heard, he ap» 

» plyed hialeltc to three friends to ſee what they would doe 

with tum ; one anſwered him, he would bring kim as farre 

- on his journey as he could ; the ſecond promiſed him to ge . 

» With him to his journeys end ; the third ingaged himſelte 

» to goe with him betore the Judge,and to ſpeak for him, and 

» not toleave him till his Cauſe was heard and determined. 

; Theſe three are a mans Riches, his friends, and his graces ; 

" his riches will helpe him to comfortable accommodations 

" While they (tay with him, but they may take their wings 

and fiye away from him before he dye. His friends and 

kindred they will goe with him to his journeys end, bring 

him to the grave,and =_ his dody,&then they leave him 

RN to his graces ; they go further,& accompany the foule when 
ot 99 - it goes before God, apd ſpeake for him Fn doe more for 
Gorum. him then the other can doe : B/eſſed are the dead that dye in 
Ic is true of the Lord, they reft from their labowys , and their workes fl» 


that and all o- jp, hom 
ther graces, 


Rev1g.13, Butfadis the condition of evill men, for whenthey ap- 

peare before God, there will be no Interceflor for to ipeak 

| for them, their ſinnes will dogge them even unto the Tribu- 
nall Seat of God, and drag them downe to Hell. 

Wee have done with the tryed gold, now a word or two 
of the white raiwent ;by which is underſtood our Jultifica- 
tion , and SanRtification, Ordinances and Graces, and to 

ſhew 


r 
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ſhew the glory and puritie of them they are ſet out under 
white raiment, White is a pure colour, and betokens inno» 
cencie z by nature wee are naked, but here is a glorious gar- 
ment, White is more excellent then Scarlet, for it is a natu- 
rall colour, and all naturall beautic is above that which is 


artificiall; So/omow in all his glory was not like the Lillies Mar 6 29 
of the Fixld. When Chriſt was tranſfigured on the Monne Mat. 17.2, 


bis raiment was white; and the glorious condition of the 


Saints 1n Heaven is {et out inthis, that they (hall bs c/othed Rev.19,"4, 


with fine linen, white and cleant, 
No doubt this Church was cxhorted to looke after their 
ultitication , to joyne nothing with the r13hteoulneſle of 


<(ns Chriſt who is ſet cut tobe white and ruddy , and to Caor.5.ro, 


preſerve the dodrine of it pure and cleane; and allo San- 
Rification is herein compriled , ſothat the former point is. 
now propounded ander another compariſon of white rai- 
ment, and wee are to be perſwaded to buy it : And there- 
fore contider, 

Firſt, It is of neceſſitic to have raiment , wee mult not 
goe naked ; It is a ſhamcfull imagination 1n fuch as in 1mij- 
tation of Adams perfetion will pray,and preach,and heare 


naked ; they ſhould be aſhamed of it : And wee lee that 4,,u.r4.4 
natme teaches us tolooke for a covering for the body , and [iv dei.c cs, 


the Text perlwades usto get this white raiment tor the 
foule ; food and raiment muſt be had, and men of quality 
will have garments anſwerable to their condition ; and 
whereas there is varietie of clothing for the body , nothing 


will ſerve the turne for the {oule but this white raiment , Nev-3- 


wee mult have long white robes , the righteouſneſle of 


J-ſus Chriti is long enough to cover us all over, but every Neve7s 


thing elſe is too thort and narrow ; he finds us naked, and 
gives us bis ownerobes , that our nakednefle may not ap= 
pearez and he makes a garment for us z he cauſeth inherent 
graces to grow and abound in us, but wee maſt not thinke 
that our graces helpe to cover us 45 a piece to be added, for 
ing can adde toour Juſtification , or to our title , wee 

may as {oone guild gold with clay, as by any graces or fer- 
VICes 
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vices of ours make out {elves in a better condition. ' Wee 
malt pz on the Lord Jeſus Chreft, and that's ſufficient to 
pretcnt us faultleſle and blamelefie before God. 

Secondly, It is for honour and ornament white clothing 
was uſed 1n'Kings Courts, and he that bath this raimens 
tHall be i the Court of Heaven ; great men are diltingui- 
ſhed by their apparell, yet tome are fo proud that they care 
not what they. lay upon their backs , ani you cannot. 
know by their out-ſide what they are, but this white rat-' 
ment is onely for the Kings Chilaren, and they are glorious 
within. Dzves bale in heart, having nothing bat rottenneſle 
within, yet was clothed with Purple and tine linnen ; but 
the Saints are made glorious and excellent when this rai- 
ment isuponthem , and 1n Heaven when no apparell ſhall 
be upon thrzir bodies , yet that cla corporss ſhall be glori- 
ous, asthat the beames thereot (hall be much better then 
any garment to cover them, and 10 nakednefle can appeare 
to caule any ſhame. 

1, Uſe. And hence you are to be exhorted to get this 
white raiment ; None but mad-men goe naked , none but 
beggars goe in patched clothes ; here 15 a garment, and it is 
glorious, It is made ready for you, and there wants no- 
thing but putting ic on, And what contempt will this be, 
that apparcii ce drought hometo you, laidon the Table by 
you , at.d you will not put it on, and weare it, butgeein 
your owne rags, and hive and dye in your fins ? 

Secondiy, Las raiment will tt you, and wellbecome 
you , and you will appeare glo11ous , and be fo indeed ; A 
Staze-Phyer that perionates a King bath clothes anlwera- 
ble; yetis abate tellow ; and inthe end of the Play , when 
he pars cft his clothes 1t appeares fo : but this will betall 
noze that have true faith in Chrilt. Hypocrites wiil beun* 
caſed , but aibelte ſhall weare their clothes unto eternitie, 
#nd/never put they: off, Nay', they- cannot be without 
them ; this white raimemnr thallnever decay , nor be worle 
for wearing , it will titall perſons, and'at all ſeaſons ; and 
therefore buy it at any rate» 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Andif you feare your money will not hold 
out to make ſuch a great purchaſe , then know, that your 
God will not ſtand with you for price ; hee ſaith not you 
muſt have ſo much Faith as Abrehaw had , fo much Zeale 
as Phineas, fo mach Conrage as David, ſo much Wile- 
dome as Sel»won , or elle you cannot be ſaved : No 
ſuch thing is taid in Scripture ; but if you ſee the uſeful- 
neflle of theſe Commolities, and defire them, and will 
uſe all good meanes to ootaine them , you ſhall certainly 
have them; nay, you have them already. For this is one 
diffcreace verweene Temporall and Spirituall things , the 
evill of the one fort cleaves to you before. 

Fourthly , You have them, you are covetous before 
you ve rich; but in thoſe Heavenly Bleſſings you leoke 
after, you have them, and the good of them , when you 
firſt make after them. He that really and unfainedly deſires 
Chriſt, and Faith, and other graces, hath them already 
in ſome degree , and fhall have more , for all ſupernatu- 
rall deſires come not frem nature, but our Union with 
Chriſt. | 

Fifthly , And the laſt thing to be urged, is, That ſuch 
2$ have this white raiment Mould carcfully keepeit : A 
ſpot in a pure colour is a great blemiſh, and foene diſcern- 
ed. It is pittic to ſee Chriſtians walke loofly or indiſcreet- 
ly, but worſe if ſcandalouſly ; It they bee blefled that Rev.16.15. 
watch and keepe their garments , what will become of 
them that defile them? It is a glorious thing to maintaine 
an un{potted profeſſion to the end. And in cale wee have 
taken a fall , and fouled our clothes let us not lye itill, 
and wallow in the mire, but rite , an4 walh our garments 
til wee make them white in the blood of the Lamoe, Men Nev-7-14- 
muſt have clothes though they goe upon truſt , and ruane 
inte debt; and when they have them they ſhould keepe 
them carefully ; For che Wile man bids youto have your 
garments white at all tunes. How willthis condemae Eccl.g.8. 
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many that live in the viſible Church , that have never 2 
ragge to cover theic nakednefſe, and yet are contented 
withit ? Others take up a profeſſion of Religion , and 
yet keepe not their garments cicane z they goz2 uahand- 
ſomely and flovenly. Itis faid , That hee hat us borne of 
God cawnot finne , he hath another nature given him ; and 
while he is him(ſclfe, he cannot goe agatait the principles 
6f grace, as a neat cleaaly man would hot doe a llovenly 
a& though no body ſhould fee him ; and a curivus worke- 
man cannot bungle, {o-a godly man cannot finne ad twn- 
ble in the mire , for he is a Shoepe, not a Swine. It's re» 
orted of the Ermin, which is a neat creature, that if a 
puddle be on the one ſide, and Dogs on the other , he will 
chooſe to dye rather then detile himleite. I with wee 
could ſee this cleanlineſſe in Chriſtians ; It ought to be ſo, 
and Schoole-mengive a good reaſon for it , becauſe grace 
workes not by feare onely, but by hatred : A man feares a 
drawne Sword whenthe point is ſet againſt his breſt , and 
itis inthe hand of an enemy ; but if it lye onthe Tavle, 
orbe in the hand of a friend, it is not feared. Men may 
feare ſinne when God dotk threaten to run them through, 
but if heput up his Sword their feare is removed ; there- 
fore the kindly worke of grace is by way of hatred and 
loathing ; a man would not take a Toade in his hand 
though he knew the poyſon would not hurt himy this ha- 
tred and loathing of all fil:hineſſe and pollution ſhould be 
in thoſe that have this white raiment , and then they 

would keepe their garments cleane. | 
Hſ:. Andnow giveme leave to make a further applica- 
tion to you that are the Great Ceunceil of the King- 
dome ; and let me tell you, that the people of this Land 
ſooke for this pure gold and white raiment , and to pur- 
chaſe them they have offered faire ; Their Plate, their Mo- 
ney , their Horſes, their Servants , and their Sonnes; 
they beginto feare they ſhall not have theſe Commodities 
which 
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. which they have bidden well for, becaule in all this time 
they had little elſe then ends of gold and filyer ; wee will 
perlwade them to waite longer, and to helpe you by their 
prayers , that you may become the happie inſtruments of 
the Kingdomes good, in making the gold and raiment in 
the Text, as plentifull as the materiall gold was in So/e- 
ons time. To cffct this, you have need of Slomons 
wiſedome ; the preſent Divitions and DiſtraQions of the 
time require it ; and unleſſe Ged interpole his ovwne pow. 
er and wiſedome, wee conceive, wee {hall bee {till 
under the troubles of Warre, ſuch as weie in Davids 
time : And though you doe wellto thinke of building the 
Tcmple, and yee contribute ſomewhat towards it, yet 
wee doubt whether wee that are alive thallſeeit done, 
and injoy the peace and happinefle of Sc/omors time ; Yet 
however,let me repreſent unto you the (tate of the people in 
this Land, which is much like to theſe Laodiceans, they 
are poere, and naked , they have thought themfelves 
rich in their Clergie , and honoured above others in their 
outward pompe and glory ; and for their wealth and 
goods, they have abounded , and had need of nothing ; 
now they ice themielves poore in every kind , and they 
lament their povertic , they arenaked alfo , both in regard 
of raiment and armour , and Aaron hath made them ſo, 
Exod.32.25. They hope that you will take care to inrich 
them, and provide ſuch as will clothe them. You did purge 
the Sonnes of Levs, and tooke away many that were no 
better then drofle and Tin; you now give over. It is much 
feared , lea't 1nany Congregations ſhall ſtill be poore and 
n?':d4 _ the pcople delire a golden miniſtery, ſuch as have 
£41 gifts acd graces, and then they hope there will be 
'1 Chriſtians ; and the golden dayes will come , in {0 
2.2 as In you lyes, you ſhonld pittie and relieve the 
:2-me herein, by ictting up a godly miniſtery , and 
--4icOAncing it agalalt the Ly and om 
2 thele 
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theſe preſent times, which is greater then heretofore hath 

beene knowne. Wee thought the witnetics had beenflain, 

becauſe it is {aid, in Rev. 1143,7.9. that after they had Pro= 

phclied in ſackcloth a long time , then they were killed, 

and then they were unburied three dayes and a halte 

There is no doubt but godly Preachers ( among others ) 

were the witnelles that gave teſtimony to the truth , and 

* they have Prophelied mournfully, even in fackcloth a long 

time together, and then they were ſlaine, they were fal- 

pended, which was a civill death ; they were not killed 

as men , but as Prophets, and they were in the itreets as 

dead men, not ſuffered to execute their Miaitteriall Fun- 

&ions ; and this was for three daycs and a halte, andthe 

time of continuing the ſuſpenſion of many Minifters by 

the Biſhops, wich was three yeares and a haife , did 

fall out ſo pat and punAuail, as it might well ve thought to 

* Ornati fy30 be the ſlaying of the witneſſes in England. It is not ne- 

hinore © $10- ceflaiy to make this killing of the witnefies, to bein all 
ria ad exemplii \ he { . b it foll 9 - 

Chrifiqui pg P)aceSat the ſame time , but that it fell out among us at this 

mortem dehet> time ; the words following in theText plainly ſhew; for af- 

latam ſublatur ter that time of three dayes and a halfe, the Spirit of Life 

ft in celum entred intothem , and they lived againe as Prophets, and 
quod autem erereſtored, and great feare fell u Thoſe th 

vox autitur Wy es pon men. Ole that 

jubensaſiex- Were Aﬀtors in killing them , deſired them to goe and de- 

dere eo penifi- fire their freedome , which was quickly and calily gran» 

caturrox /- ted, they weregladto be rid of them: * And further, to 

vs -r5- confirme this, 1t followes 1n the Text , that there was 

bonoris ſus in Yrcat Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto them , Come wp hi= 

arie ſed alio- ther. Reaven 1s the highelt part of the vitible World , and 

ram autbori- it relembles men in highett place and-power , King , and 

7 wr _ Parliament z And this great voice trom Heaven was from 

fedizic pu fe the State ; and you ſaid to poore deſpiſed Preachers, Come 

Solenzi al:qua #Þ hither 3 You gave them countenance and incourage- 

ar pam/oe- ment , even. betore their Adverſaries; You faid to the 

wy > _ proud. prelaticall idle Clergie , Come downe hither ; vow 
in 
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thinke you ſaid well ; But to the godly defpiled Miniſters 
of the Goſpell, you ſaid, Comve mp,aſcend higher ; and you 

ave them reſpet ; But now there isa voice from the 
Earth, which faith, Come downe hither. The people that 
Petitioned you againſt the maintenance of the Miniſtery, 
they ſay, Come downe 10 44, you are too high , doe as 
wee dot , works for your living as wee die. Waucther 
this voice from Heaven or Earth ſhall prevai'c? Wee 
leave it with you and the Cod of Heaven to deter- 
mine ; Onely let me give jou an /;em, to take need in 
this caſe of doing, as David did betweene Alephibe- 
ſpeth and Ziba,: Sam 16.,,4. Hee accuſed Aephiboſherh 
that hee efpired attcr the Kingdome, and looked at- 
ter great 1natters 5 and when the Junocent laine nan 
had opportuvitie to make his owne defence , yet Da- 
vid unjuſtly gave away balfe ais Land to his Accwer, 
2 Sams. 19. 29, They ate like enough to fay of us . Wee 
would get hig'er , ond wie lo-.e of er great matters ; 
but take beed of dividing upon fuch a falte furmite ; and 
give one halfe away to 1atishe their delires , and leave 
the other halfe for us to live upon in a poore manner. 
ButI forpcare the tuither prefliag of thete things , and 
in a wor4 returne to the tirſt Branch of mJ Exporta- 
tion: I beſeech you give us nothing bur gold ; let not 
your Auathoritie countcoance any thing but what is 
good and precious ; You are Gods Merchants , and 
you ſhould have pat off more then you have done ; 
Many things come before you, little is tetled. It were 
an cvill thing , for many Gaules tu come before a 
Jd,;e -and nothing to bee determined ;- The 'Lord 
quicken your ſpirits, and p_ you 1n your way. And 
for you the people of this Land, bee wiſe to judge of 
things as tacy are indeed ; here is gold to bee had, 
and white rayment , the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would ſell 


you thelcz You ſometimes cheapen them , and __— 
| D 3 after 
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after them , but you goe not through with the bar- 
gin. Who would want gold in kis purſe, and good 
raiment upon his back, it heecould have them ? You 
may have theſe if you will , and it will bee a horrid 
thing in the day of your account, to render and 
returne poore naked ſonles before God, 
that might have beene jnriched 
and clothed. 


' 


Age 9-1. ' read reſeFed for recerved. P- 14.1 15, 101 WPHUL-jut, he -, 
13. leave out Foarcbg end read the rwo lines together, 


